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COMPETITION DIARIES—A SOURCE OF POST-WAR PEOPLE’S HISTORIES

CONTENTS

Introduction. Post-war People’s Histories (Agnieszka Mrozik, Magda Szcześniak) . . . . 3

•

Paweł Rodak, The Phenomenon of Writing About One’s Own Life. Diary Competitions in
Poland in the 20th Century . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

AgnieszkaMrozik, “History Seems toHave LeftUsOut”.OnPost-warCompetitionDiaries
and Contemporary Projects for Writing a People’s History of Poland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Agata Zborowska, To the Production Cooperative and Back Again. Ownership Transform-
ations in Post-war Diary Narratives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Magda Szcześniak, From Peasant to Farmer. Socialist Upward Mobility Stories in 1960s
Polish Countryside . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

Marta Gospodarczyk, “Love Is in Bad Taste Today”. Diary no. 5340 from the Volume Up-
ward Mobility in the City as a Warning to Socialist Girls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125

Marta Rakoczy, “Condemned to Comprehensive Self-Reliance”. Peasant Childhood and
Inconspicuous Agency in Post-War Diaries. A New Childhood Studies Perspective . . . . 141

Małgorzata Tarnowska, “The Direction Called Modernity”. Socialist Modernisation in the
Light of Peasant Diaries in the Volume This Land is Ours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

Anna Wylegała, Competition Diaries and Contemporary Interviews as Complementary
Sources for Investigating the Peasant Experience of Agricultural Reform . . . . . . . . . . . 185

Łukasz Bertram, “He Knows Well and Does Not Forget the Soul of the Worker”. Personal
Files of Political Activists and People’s History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213

•

Reviews and discussions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235


